
Best - In-Class Data Center Technology
Driving  ne xt -g e ne ra t ion  innova t ion  fo r
a n  e c os ys t e m of  e n t e rp ris e s

https://vimeo.com/corganmedialab/review/923392938/693b13b673


Me t ro  Ed g e  De ve lop me nt  Pa rt ne rs

• Craig Huffman Intro
• Review IMD1 & Strategy
• Q & A
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Ag e nd a



Who is  Cra ig  Hufma n?
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• Chic a g o-b a s e d  e n t re p re ne ur
• Work p rio r t o  Me t ro  Ed g e
• Me t ro  Ed g e  fore c a s t



IMD1 is  p a rt  o f  t he  Illinois 
Medical District : one  o f  
t he  la rg e s t  u rb a n  me d ic a l 
d is t ric t s  in  t he  U.S.

• Less than 2 miles from Chicago’s CBD a nd  
a p p roxima t e ly  15 mile s  t o  O’Ha re

• 560 acres of  he a lt hc a re , me d ic a l re s e a rc h  
fa c ilit ie s  a nd  b io t e c h  inc ub a t ors

• 24/7 hub featuring four hospitals , inc lud ing  
Rus h  a nd  UI He a lt h

• One  of  t he  safest neighborhoods in  Chic a g o , 
a c c ord ing  t o  loc a l la w e nforc e me nt  a g e nc ie s

• Pub lic  t ra ns it , ma jor e xp re s s wa ys , c ommut e r 
ra il, rob us t  t ra ns p ort a t ion  s ys t e m
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IMD1 | Loc a t ion
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https://medp.io/projects/


TECHNOLOGY
New data technology ne e d s  new data center designs . AI, ML, b ig  d a t a  a ll re q u ire  un iq ue  
c a p a b ilit ie s  fo r h ig h-d e ns it y  d e p loyme nt s .

ACCESSIBILITY
Low-inc ome  c ommunit ie s  e xp e rie nc e  a  lack of access to high -quality tech jobs .

REVENUE
Chic a g o  is  fa c ing  s ub s t a n t ia l f is c a l c ha lle ng e s  (more  t ha n  $37 b illion  in  unfund e d  p e ns ion  
lia b ilit ie s ) a nd  ne e d s  ne w id e a s  t o  e nc oura g e  more  inve s t me nt  in  Ch ic a g o .

SPACE
Chic a g o  ha s  h is t o ric a lly  no t  b e e n  vie we d  a s  a  d e s ira b le  loc a t ion  fo r d a t a  c e n t e r d e ve lop me nt . 
Mos t  la rg e  d a t a  c e n t e r d e ve lop e rs  a nd  op e ra t o rs  vie w Chic a g o  a s  a n  und e s ira b le  p la c e  t o  d o  
b us ine s s  re la t e d  t o  h ig h  c os t s , c rime , a nd  p o lit ic a l c o rrup t ion .

Me t ro  Ed g e  De ve lop me nt  Pa rt ne rs
IMD - Illino is  Me d ic a l Dis t ric t

Market Challenge
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IMD1 | Loc a t ion



Chic a g o  a nd  t he  IMD Market Challenge
The  Chic a g o  Cit y  Counc il p a s s e d  t he  Ch ic a g o  Da t a  Re s id e nc y  Ord ina nc e  t o  inc e n t ivize  more  
d a t a  c e n t e r d e ve lop me nt  in  Ch ic a g o . 
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Why Modernize?

SAVINGS 

• Re a lize  s a ving s  wit h  
In fra s t ruc t u re  a s  a  Se rvic e  
(p owe r, s t a ff ing , 
ma in t e na nc e )

• Re c e ive  fu ll 10 .25% s a le s  
t a x e xe mp t ion  on  IT 
e q u ip me nt  a nd  s o f t wa re  
p urc ha s e s

• Lowe r re n t  c os t s  wit h  Cla s s  
6 (b ) Prop e rt y  Ta x 
Re d uc t ion

• Ac c e s s  d a t a  a nd  
a p p lic a t ions  fa s t e r a nd  
more  re lia b ly

SECURITY 

• IT in fra s t ruc t u re  is  a  vit a l 
b us ine s s  s e rvic e  
re q u iring  p ro fe s s iona l 
s up p ort

• Pro t e c t  d a t a  wit h  
d is a s t e r re c ove ry  a nd  
b us ine s s  c on t inu it y  
s o lu t ions

• Fig h t  c os t ly  ma lwa re  
a t t a c ks  wit h  s t a t e -o f-
t he -a rt  c yb e rs e c urit y

EFFICIENCY 

• 10 0 % up t ime  g ua ra n t e e  
Se rvic e  Le ve l Ag re e me nt

• Cus t omize  s p a c e  a s  
b u ilt - t o -s u it  in  a  
whole s a le , p owe re d  s he ll

• Re p urp os e  e xis t ing  d a t a  
c e n t e r s p a c e  t o  s up p ort  
p rima ry  b us ine s s  
a c t ivit ie s

• Ac c e s s ib le  loc a t ion , ne a r 
ma jo r h ig hwa ys  a nd  
p ub lic  t ra ns p ort a t ion

Mod e rn iza t ion  + Coloc a t ion
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READY
• Exclusive data center 

developer in  t he  IMD

• Significant tenant 
commitments t o  IMD1

• Best - in-class design and 
construction teams p ois e d  t o  
b re a k g round

EXPERIENCED
• 50+ years of  c omb ine d  re a l 

e s t a t e  a nd  d e ve lop me nt  
e xp e rt is e

• Founded and sold a  d ive rs e  
p riva t e  e q u it y  re a l e s t a t e  
c omp a ny

• Raised $4 billion of capital 
a c ros s  18  p riva t e  e q u it y  
fund s

IMPACTFUL
• Social impact plan 

s up p ort ing  d ive rs it y  a nd  
t ra in ing  p rog ra ms

Ab out  Me t ro  Ed g e

Metro Edge: The Solution
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HASTINGS ST

14TH STREET

LOT E1 
Subject
85,767 SF
1.97 ACRES

LOT E2 
Expansion
72,879 SF
1.67 ACRES

IMD1 | Loc a t ion

10

• 1951 W Hastings St
a t  Da me n Ave

• Subject Site E1
Expansion Site E2

• Combined Sites
3.641 Acres



IMD1 Property Highlights
• Loc a t e d  in  t he  IMD a t  14 t h  & Da me n
• 5-s t o ry , 184 ,720  SF fa c ilit y
• Fu lly  e n t it le d , s hove l- re a d y  s it e
• 28  MW p owe r c ommit me nt  in it ia l p ha s e , 53  MW in  

t o t a l
• 11 f ib e r op t ic  p rovid e rs  a nd  mult ip le  d a rk f ib e r 

p rovid e rs
• Roof  rig h t s  a nd  ris e rs  a va ila b le  t o  s up p ort  t he  

wire le s s  s e c t o r
• Lowe r re n t  c os t s  wit h  Cla s s  6 (b ) Prop e rt y  Ta x 

Re d uc t ion
• 10 0 % s a le s  t a x e xe mp t ion  on  a ll IT e q u ip me nt  

p urc ha s e s  

IMD1 | Be s t - In-Cla s s  Da t a  Ce nt e r Te c hnolog y
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IMD1 Technical Highlights
St a t e -o f- t he -a rt  d a t a  c e n t e r s up p ort ing  a ll
fu t u re  re q u ire me nt s :

• Art if ic ia l In t e llig e nc e  (AI) a nd  q ua n t um 
c omp ut e rs  

• Cloud  a nd  h ig h-d e ns it y  a p p lic a t ions
• Da t a  s t o ra g e  a nd  d is a s t e r re c ove ry
• In t e rne t  o f  Th ing s  (IOT) a nd  Cha t  GPT
• Vid e o  a nd  6G
• Wire le s s  AWS p riva t e  c loud  wit h  De u t s c he  

Te le kom a nd  Ora ng e  Bus ine s s  Se rvic e s



POWER
• 28 MW p owe r c ommit me nt  

in it ia l p ha s e , 53  MW in  t o t a l

• Dive rs e  fe e d s  f rom t wo  
s e p a ra t e  s ub s t a t ions

• Re ne wa b le  s ourc e d  p owe r 
a va ila b le

• Conf ig ura t ion  op t ions  N+1, 2N

CONNECTIVITY
• Ca rrie r ne u t ra l

• 11 On-Ne t  c a rrie r p a rt ne rs  a nd  
mult ip le  d a rk f ib e r c a rrie rs

• Low la t e nc y  (0 .2 ms ) a nd  d ive rs e  
re d und a n t  rou t e s  b a c k t o  350  E 
Ce rma k

• Sof t wa re  d e f ine d  ne t work –
c onne c t ivit y  a va ila b le  t o  
Me g a p ort , Pa c ke t fa b ric , a nd  
PCCW Glob a l Cons o le  Conne c t

• In t e rne t  p e e ring  e xc ha ng e  CH-IX

• Cros s  c onne c t ions

PROPERTY
• 7 la ye rs  o f  p hys ic a l 

s e c urit y , b iome t ric  e n t ry

• Ext e rio r c onc re t e  b a rrie rs  
s ig n if ic a n t ly  s a fe r t ha n  
t yp ic a l d a t a  c e n t e r fe nc ing

• 24 /7 s e c urit y  q ua lif ie d  t e a m

• 30  on-s it e  p a rking  s p a c e s

• 4 ,0 0 0  SF o f  o ff ic e  s p a c e  
a va ila b le

IMD1 | Sp e c if ic a t ions

12

SUSTAINABILITY
• LEED Ce rt if ie d

• Ene rg y  e ff ic ie n t  a nd  
s up p ort ing  s us t a ina b ilit y  
e ffe c t

• N+1 d e s ig n  b u ilt  t o  Tie r III 
s t a nd a rd s

• Ca n  s ourc e  re ne wa b le  
p owe r s ourc e s  t h roug h  
u t ilit y

• Wa t e r Us a g e  Eff ic ie nc y
(WUE) o f  0

COOLING
• Airs id e  e c onomize rs

• VESDA — Ve ry  Ea rly  Smoke  
De t e c t ion  Ap p a ra t us

• Low PUE

COMPLIANCE
• ISO 270 0 0 1

• HIPAA

• HITRUST

• PCI

• SOC1 a nd  SOC2
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Te na n t  Be ne f it s  o f  IMD1

Optionality with multi -cloud relationships and access to various incentive programs

• Cons o lid a t e  d ig it a l in f ra s t ruc t ure  in  a  s t a t e -of- t he -a rt  fa c ilit y
• Cos t  s a ving s  a nd  re s ourc e  d e p t h  wit h  vo lume  d is c ount s  a nd  

e c onomie s -of-s c a le
• Only  p a y  for wha t  you  us e
• Re t a in  c on t ro l a nd  a u t onomy 
• Pro t e c t ion  a g a ins t  c yb e r a t t a c ks  a nd  ra ns omwa re
• Ad op t  ne w t e c hnolog y  – on  d e ma nd  AI u t ilit y  
• Up g ra d e  s e c urit y  a nd  ke e p  d a t a  loc a lize d
• Sup p ort  t he  on ly  Afric a n  Ame ric a n- le d  re a l e s t a t e  f irm in  t he  U.S. t o  b u ild  a  world  

c la s s  d a t a  c e n t e r

IMD1 | Te na nt  Be ne f it s
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Key Takeaways
● Chic a g o’s  Da t a  Re s id e nc y  will fa c ilit a t e  more  d a t a  c e n t e r a c t ivit y  in  

t he  c it y ’s  me t ro  a re a
● In  a d d it ion  t o  mod e rn  d ig it a l in f ra s t ruc t ure , d a t a  c e n t e rs  will p rovid e  

t a x re ve nue  t o  t he  c it y  fo r loc a l c ommunit y  in it ia t ive s
● Me t ro  Ed g e  is  ma d e  of  e xp e rie nc e d  re a l e s t a t e  d e ve lop me nt  a nd  

p riva t e  e q u it y  e xp e rt s
● IMD1 ha s  c ommit t e d  p owe r, a ll ne c e s s a ry  a p p rova ls , a nd  a  b u ild out  

p la n  p re p a re d  for a n  a nc hor t e na n t

IMD1 | Ke y Ta ke a wa ys  a nd  Vis ion

Vision
● Me t ro  Ed g e   ha s  a  vis ion  t o  e xp a nd  a nd  re p lic a t e  it s  

a c t ivit y  in  t he  Illino is  Me d ic a l Dis t ric t  (IMD) wit h  a  
b lue p rin t  fo r o t he r ma s t e r-p la nne d  c ommunit ie s  t ha t  
p rovid e  d a t a  c e n t e r in f ra s t ruc t ure  fo r mod e rn  
b us ine s s e s

● The  c omp a ny  p la ns  t o  d o  t he  s a me  in  o t he r 
und e rs e rve d  a nd  und e rd e ve lop e d  ma rke t s  whe re  it  c a n  
b ring  job s  a nd  op p ort un it ie s  fo r e c onomic  g rowt h



IMD1 | Ke y  Ta ke a wa ys  a nd  Vis ion

• Q & A 
(ask your tough questions now )
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